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so singularly devoted to the affairs of the nation. I expect you some day
to become the dominant figure in the Government. At any rate, I have
decided to resign from the Office and I have recommended you
to the Premier as my successor. I know how anxious you are to
carry out your long-cherished cosmopolitan principles in the field of
education, but I believe the Foreign Office is more important now and
needs you. You have taken charge of it during my absence. You are
the man for the job. I am sure Premier Ito agrees with me."
The visitor murmured an ineffectual protest. He saw how emaciated
Mutsu was. His arms and legs resembled yellowish bamboo sticks and
his long moustache and full beard made his features harsh. Saionji de-
sisted and instead murmured gently: "How do you spend your time
these days?"
"Oh, I occasionally look over the papers you send to me. But it
isn't necessary, because your supervision is more than enough. Some
time ago I began to write my memoirs, particularly of my Foreign
Ministership. But it won't be published now, perhaps thirty or forty
years hence. And then I'm looking forward to a trip to Hawaii for my
health. I stopped there on my way home from Washington, and found
it a lovely spot. The climate is ideal, and it's quiet. I shall take my
phonograph with me."
"Huh, you are still fond of it?"
"Yes, but it's getting old and the records are wearing out and no
importing-house carries them. So I cling to my favorites, the American
national anthem and the Southern melodies."
Hoarsely, he hummed 'Old Black Joe.'
Saionji left him reluctantly. It was their last meeting.
Mutsu died in the late summer of 1897 while Saionji himself was
recuperating from an acute illness in Southern France.
As Mutsu predicted, the second Ito Cabinet, which spanned the Sino-
Nipponese War period from August 1892 to September 1896, came to
an end because of the personal differences between the Premier and
other Sat-cho leaders. During its life, Marquis Saionji first sat as Educa-
tion Minister and then as Foreign Minister.
Early in the following year, Saionji, for the fifth time, left for his
'second native country* to recuperate from his fatigue and to acquaint
himself with the contemporary European situation.
While in France he had an attack of appendicitis, but recovered
without an operation- He met Ito, who came to Europe with the Im-

